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.about peace by mediation. Her mind was still set resolutely on
the interview with Mary. Early in June her Council met to con-
sider the question: they could find nothing but difficulties in the
way. Nevertheless., Elizabeth said that she would go9 and gave
orders for the necessary preparations to be made.

Maitland now arrived In London., with an earnest letter from
Mary. The Council was ordered to discuss the question over
again, and as Elizabeth realized that there was little hope of a
more favourable conclusion, she attended the meeting herself.
It was a full Council. Each member spoke in turn., and Sir
Nicholas Bacon's speech happens to have come down to us. He
first insisted upon Identifying Mary with the House of Guise,
and then proceeded to review their past hostility to England,
Mary herself, he showed, had ample reason to dislike Elizabeth^
and If a sure Indication were needed that there had been no
change of heart, it could be found in her continued refusal to
ratify the Treaty of Edinburgh. Words were one thing, acts
another; and dulcet and pleasant speeches accompanied by
promises were not materials on which wisdom could rely. Meet-
ings of princes were rare; they were manifestations of great
amity; and this meeting could not fail to strengthen the House
of Guise, at a moment when they were fighting for Catholicism
against Protestantism. Let the Guise party recover control of
France; the result might well be a league of Catholic princes who
-'would stick at nothing to overthrow Protestantism in England.
In such an event Elizabeth must not hope for the help of other
Protestant princes, supposing she abandoned the French Pro-
testants in their present need. Moreover, who could doubt that
if the Guise got control of France they would help Mary to
destroy the existing government and religion of Scotland? The
interview with Mary, he concluded, offered no hope of good
but great fear of ill, and therefore for his part he could not
allow of it.

There was not a councillor who did not take the same view.
Elizabeth listened as speech after speech built up the case against
the Interview with devastating unanimity. Then., with a * fine-
ness of wit and excellence of utterance9 that won their praise,